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Cheteshwar Pujara bats for
more sporting tracks in India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

Former cricketer Cheteshwar
Pujara has called for more
bowler-friendly pitches in India
as he believes playing on flat
decks at home is adversely
impacting the Indian batters’
ability to adapt to seaming con-
ditions in countries like England.

Indian batters struggled
against bounce and movement,
losing a T201 series to England O-
4 after being whitewashed 0-2 by
lower-ranked Ireland in Belfast.
The Indian batters were not
lacking in form, having landed in
the UK after an IPL season dom-
inated by high-scoring matches,
but struggled to adapt to a
change of conditions.

Pujara believes it can be
avoided by simply ensuring a
better balance between batand
ballin the pitches on offer here.

“Even in the IPL, you don’t
want matches where teams can
easily chase 260. There has to be
something for the bowlers,”

Pujara said on ‘JioStar’. “In T20
cricket, the margin for error is
already very small, especially on
flat pitches with short boundaries,
while batters continue to get
stronger and more innovative.

“That’s why it’s important to
have pitches that offer bowlers a
little assistance, whether through
some turn or a bit of movement
in the first two or three overs.”
Pujara also pointed out that

the Indian T20

batting group

has very little

white-ball experi-

ence in English conditions
despite their IPL exploits.

Sindhu stuns Han Ye to enter
Japan Open quarterfinals

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Tokyo

Two-time Olympic medal-
list PV Sindhu produced
one of her best perfor-
mances of the season to
outclass world Number 5
Han Yue of China in
straight games and storm
into the quarterfinals of
the Japan Open Super 750
badminton tournament on
Thursday.

The world Number 10
Indian needed just 35
minutes to register a com-

manding 21-16, 21-14 win
over the higher-ranked
Chinese shuttler in their
second-round contest.

After a sluggish start, the
unseeded Sindhu found her
rhythm midway through
the opening game, striking
the shuttle cleanly and dic-
tating the rallies to take the
lead.

The former world cham-
pion then completely dom-
inated the second game,
racing to an 8-0 advantage
before comfortably sealing
the contest. With the

victory, Sindhu improved
her head-to-head record
against Han to 8-1. The 31-
year-old will next face famil-
iar rival Nozomi Okuhara of
Japan, who received a
walkover after top seed An
Se-young of South Korea
withdrew from their
second-round match.

Sindhu is now India’s
lone survivorin the tourna-
ment after the mixed
doubles pair of Tanisha
Crasto and Dhruv Kapila
bowed out in the pre-quar-
terfinals.

WC glory needs
collective
effort: Sardar

HIMANK NEGI B New Delhi

Former India captain
Sardar Singh believes the
national men’s hockey
team has gained confi-
dence atjust the right time
but success at next
month’s World Cup and
the Asian Games after that
will depend on consistent
team effort instead of indi-
vidual brilliance.

India head into the
World Cup, beginning
August 14, after an encour-
aging finish in the FIH Pro
League, which was other-
wise shaping up to be quite
disappointing.

Craig Fulton’s side recov-
ered from a poor start to
beat reigning world cham-
pions Germany and
Olympic champions the
Netherlands during the
European leg before
stretching England in
closely-fought contests,
prompting the coach to
declare that India can beat
any team if they stick to
their game plan.

Brar handed warning, demerit point
for breaching ICC Code of Conduct

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Dubai

India pacer Gurnoor Brar has been handed
awarning and a demerit point for throwing
the ball in an “inappropriate and dangerous”
manner during the first ODI against England
in Birmingham.

Gurnoor Brar was found guilty of breaching
Article 2.9 of the ICC Code of Conduct for
Players and Player Support Personnel, which
is a Level 1 offence.

“In addition to this, one demerit point has
been added to Brar’s disciplinary record, for
whom it was a first offence in a 24-month
period,” an ICC statement read.

The incident occurred in the eighth over of
England’s innings, when Brar picked up the
ball while fielding and threw it towards the
batter in an “inappropriate and dangerous
manner.”

India won the match by six wickets to take
a 1-0 lead in the three-match series.

Brar admitted the offence and accepted the
sanction proposed by match referee, Richie
Richardson of the Emirates ICC Elite Panel of
Match Referees and, as such, there was no
need for a formal hearing.

On-field umpires Kumar Dharmasena Level 1 breaches carry a minimum penalty
and Mike Burns, third umpire Sam Nogajski, ofan official reprimand, a maximum penalty
and fourth official Russell Warren levelled of 50 per cent of a player’s match fee, and one
the charge. or two demerit points.

Changes to WC formats
make sense but associate
teams need more: Ashwin

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

Indian spin great R Ashwin
on Thursday said the struc-
tural changes made to the
ODI and T20 World Cup
formats to include more
teams make sense but for
the game to become truly
global, the ICC needs to add
the lower rung sides into
every bilateral series.

Following the revamp
announced by the ICC on
Wednesday, the 2027 ODI
World Cup will be a three-
stage competition and the
2028 T20 World Cup’s Super
8 phase will be expanded to
accommodate 10 teams to
achieve “greater context and
consequence”.

Ashwin said the world
body is planning in the
right direction but needs to
do more.

“The ICC’s changes to the
fixture format for the 2027
ODI World Cup and 2028
T20 World Cup make sense
from a competitiveness
standpoint. But if the final
goal is to grow the
game, there needs to be a
stronger pathway for
emerging nations,” Ashwin
posted on ‘X’.

“Teams like the
Netherlands, Scotland,
Nepal, USA and Ireland need
more meaningful matches
(FOR EXAMPLE: getting
added as the third team
into every bilateral
series), not just qualification
tournaments.

“Let’s not forget, that col-
lective growth will make
this sport a spectacle at the

Olympics,” he added.

His views align with the
demand for more mean-
ingful games by teams like
Nepal and Scotland who
showed spark in the T20
World Cup earlier this year.

The 2027 ODI World Cup
in South Africa will feature
14 teams as planned before,
up from the 10 in the previ-
ous edition, but the govern-
ing body has added a Super
Series round prior to the
‘Group round’ and a Super
7 stage before the semifinals
in its bid to spice up the
competition.

The teams that would
qualify 12th to 14th for the
tournament will play the
Super Series round and the
top finisher will progress to
round two of the competi-
tion that will see six teams
divided into two groups.

Top three teams from each
group plus the next highest
placed team across both
groups will qualify for the
Super 7 stage instead of the
Super 6 planned earlier.

Four best-placed teams
from the Super 7 stage will
then progress to the semifi-
nals. For the T20 showpiece
in Australia and New Zealand
in 2028, the ICC has decided
to try Super 10 instead of
Super 8 after the Group stage.

Five groups of four teams
will be created and the top
two from each will enter the
Super 10. Instead of top two
teams from each Super 8
group making the semifinals
in the last edition, only the
one that tops the table in
each group enters the
last four.
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